03/31/08

e Pickup Course Readerand Book (oldereditions okay)

e FinalisTake Home
e Testseach=30%, Final = 40%

e Normative Moral Theory:
o  Whatoughtto be the case
Morality is understood to be a system of ought's
Attempts to come up with a theoretical account of this system
We make moral judgments of actions, people, and states of affairs (from a general point of view)
Superogotory action: above and beyond the call of duty
Attempts tointroduce some fundamental orderinto this system (ratherthan usingagreatvariety
of concepts whichiscommon sense)
Motive -->Action -->State of Affairs
o Normative Moral Theory takes one of the above to be basic and analyzes the othertwo

O O O O O

O

e Competing Theoriesin Normative Moral Theory
o Consequentialist: takes the state of affairs as basic (moral =best possible situation)
= Valuetheory: what makes states of affairs morally good or bad
= Principle:rightaction maximizes the good.
=  Forexample: Utilitarianism, "the end justifies the means"
o Deontological: takes actions forgranted
= Different way of understanding what makes actions right orwrong
= Evaluations of the outcomesis contingent upon the actions that produce them
= Evenifalieisnecessaryforaggregate happinessitis morally wrongandthe positive results
don't matter
= Forexample:Kant'stheory, "the end does notjustify the means", torture forinformation (?)
o Virtue Theory: starts that psychological dispositions and traits are morally good
= Virtues:generosity, justice, fair-minded, etc.
= Doesn'thave anygeneral principlestoidentify rightaction
= ForExample:Aristotle's Theory

e Three Kinds of Activity in this Field of Morality:
o Metaethics
= Concerned with general philosophical questions about morality
= OQObligations: whatisitand where doesitfitinreality?
= Epistemological Question: how dowe know whatwe are obligatedtodo?
= Are moral claims capable of beingtrue orfalse
= Howdowe knowthe truth?
= Moral Realistsvs. Moral Antirealists (morally wrongis notapplicable toreal world,
misleading, emotionis being expressed ratherthan expressing a property)
o Normative Moral Theory
= Analyzesthe system of ought's
= Motive -->Action -->State of Affairs
o Applied Ethics
= Takesthe form of gettingthe results from otherfields and applyingthemto real world
issues, like abortion, capital punishment, and the morality of war.
= Political Philosophy is a form of this (especially in the form of government)
= Canpeople punish othersfornotfollowingordersif governmentis justified atall?
= Mill'sonLiberty, Locke on Government (Deontological approach), Nussbaum's Women on
Cultural Universals
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e Howdowe Evaluate Normative Moral Theory?
o Twodesirable features of Normative Moral Theory
= 1) Simplicity and Explanatory Coherence (gettingalotoutof a little)
= 2) Conformityto Intuition
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e Consequentialist Moral Theory:
o Motive -->Action -->State of Affairs
o Startswiththe evaluation of the state of affairs
o Thenevaluatesthe restbased on this

e Utilitarianism (Consequentialist)
o Utilitarianism
= Mill:son of a philosopher, imposed upon by astrict educational regimen, read the classics of
ancient philosophy, famous figure of 19th century
o Hastwo parts:
= Value Theory (what makes states of affairs good or bad)
= Principle (the rightactionin any given situationis that which will maximize the good)

o Oftendifferintheirvalue theory ®
o Mill:"actions are rightin proportion as they tend to promote happiness" +
= Good =Happiness=Pleasure & Absence of Pain Sud F“F(]

= Bad= Unhappiness=Deprivation of Pleasure and Addition of Pain J

Degree of happinessisafunction of the net balance of pleasure over pain

= Think of like ascale that can move back and forth happiness with sad subtracted
Utilitarianismis usually regarded as objectionable because it has counterintuitive consequences
HedonicValue theory: one whose emphasisisrelated to pleasure (only pleasure is valuable)
Intrinsically Good (in this case pleasure itself) primary objective of good
Instrumentally Good (things that cause pleasure) secondary things for good
Egoism:the rightactionis that which is most self-beneficial (self-interest)
Total Aggregate Happiness: net balance of pleasure over pain forthe entire population

= Possible thatthose actions most beneficial to you don’t benefit the aggregate whole

= Possible conflict between morality and self-interest (yielded by every moral theory)

O O O O O O

e Intuitive Objections to Utilitarianism poe
o Valuetheory: __Ls_,_/—k
= Mill'stheoryishedonic(the onlythinggoodinitselfis pleasure) = /
= |ntuitionssuggestthatthe onlythinggoodinitselfis notjustpleasure
= Ratswith stimulated hypothalamus won't eat (pleasure center stimulated)
= Ifinthe scale of humans, the society would have the most aggregate happiness (on paper).
= Butdoesithave the most beneficial states of affairs for humans? Intuitively not.
o DoctorExample:
= |mportant partis maximization of happinessinanindividuallife.
= Goto medical school sacrifices your 20s
= Laterinlife thoughyouare much better off
= Thiscompensatesforthe less happiness thatyou experienceearlierinlife
= Doesn'tnecessarily work on an aggregate scale
o Free Trade Example
= Sacrificesthe happiness of some peopleforthe sake of total aggregate happiness
= Some people lose theirjobs, butaren'trepaid directly
o Human Well-Being =Happiness =Pleasure and the absence of pain
= Wealsooughtto take into account all sentient creatures
= Nomatterwhatorganismexperiencesit, we should attempt to maximize its happiness
= Advocacy of vegetarianism oranimal rights can be justified in utilitarianism
= Pleasure from eating meatdoesn'tequal the loss of happiness by the animal

e HowShould We Understand Human Well-Being
Doesitequal happinessasin Utilitarianism?
1- a matter of certain experiences
2 - amatterof yourlife being a certain way
Neithertheme seems to capture the whole picture of happiness
Experience machine (?)
=  Option of having exactly the lives we want
= Can'ttell the difference
= Manybelieveitnottobe a good life because the experiences were not real
o 3-Thingsreallyare the way you want themto be (hypothetically)
= Doesn'tseemto be accurate either
= Seemsobjectionable inthe case of the motherwishing herchild to have agood life after

O O O O O
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adoption

= Doesn'tgetfeedback fromthe world evenifthe child hasagood life
Combine the firsttwo: the good life fora human beingis a life that produces pleasure based on
true beliefs about how the world is or the good fora human beingis the satisfaction of informed
desire
Good life forahuman being contrary to hedonism --- Objective value:

= enjoyment

= accomplishment

= understanding

= autonomy

= deeppersonal relationships
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04 /04 / 08 - Discussion Section

Mill's Utilitarianism

o Millisa Consequentialistand a utilitarian one atthat

He's a Consequentialist by virtue of the fact that he holds that the right action (and of course we
mean the morally rightaction), isthe one that will maximize the good. Thatis to say, he thinks
thatan action is morally correct because of the consequencesityields.

Where he diverges from other Consequentialistis how he defines "good". "Good", according to
Mill, is nothing over and above happiness, and happinessis nothing over and above pleasure
and the absence of pain. So actions are right as they tend to produce the right outcome and the
right outcome is the one that produces the greatest amount of pleasure orthe least amount of
pain. (You have to builditinthe last caveat because sometimes our choices are between two bad
consequences, orabad consequences and aneutral consequence. In that case, Mill would say we
should choose the actionthat leads to the least bad consequence.)

So, Mill's position has two aspects: for one, the account of right action says that an action is
good by virtue of its consequences, and two, by good we just mean happiness or, more
correctly pleasure.

He thinks because pleasure is the intrinsicgood, that is what we identify is the moral good.

o Sofarsogood, but thereismore we need to know about the nature of pleasure that Mill thinks gives
us the ultimate account of the good.

First, the reason Mill takes the moral good to just be pleasure is because pleasure is the only
thing that has value in and of itself. Pleasure is notinstrumentally valuable. That s, it's not
valuable because it gives us something else. Pleasure is intrinsically valuable. It's valuable in
and of itself;itis sought forits ownsake.

Second, Mill thinks that the pleasure that counts morally is the combined pleasure of people. If
torturing babies would bring pleasure to one man, this does not mean thatdoingsois the
morally correctthing on Mill's view. Thatis because the pleasure of this one manis not the only
pleasure, orevent he predominant pleasure, that counts towards the morality of a particular
action. The pleasure that matters is the aggregate pleasure, the cumulative pleasure of the
people.

Finally, Mill is not concerned with the pleasure or pain of things that are not human. The
pleasures of dolphins and lions and dogs do not count morally for Mill, only the pleasures of
people.

o Now, Mill'sview is not without drawbacks. Given our understanding so far, there are two ways Mill
could be criticized. One could criticize his hedonism, his view that the right actionis the one that
maximizes the good. Orone could criticize his value theory that what makes a state of affairs good or
badis a function of his happiness.

The firstset of criticisms we covered in class or go after Mill's hedonism. The question on the
table is whetherornothedonismaccords with our moralintuition. Thatis, does hedonismyield
intuitively acceptable results?

One thingthat might be an objection to hedonism would be the rats who stimulate themselves
todeath. But we didn'tsay a whole lot about what specifically that objection would be.
Anotherobjection to hedonism might be that sometimes maximum overall happiness is not fair.
Recall what's being claimed here. When we call an action morally correct what we really meaniis
thatthe action produces the greatest amount of happinessforall. Butin this case in which jobs
are exported, the maximization of happiness cannotbe, if we thing of it as not fair, the good. In
otherwords, maximum pleasure and "good" cannot be the same thing because we have an
instance in which something maximizes the pleasure, but because it's not fair, it's not the morally
correctthing.

The rats seeking pleasure in this way, causes us to question well-being, though they may be
experiencing pleasure, they clearly don't have well-being and therefore, hedonism will not
alwaysyield well-being.

o Nextwe broughtupanothercriticismto Mill'svalue theory; the idea that what makes an action goodis
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thatitbrings pleasure. There are two schools of thought on what human well-being might be.

= Accordingtothe first, human well-beingis a matter of having certain experiences. According to
the secondit's a matter of yourlife being a certain way. So by the first school of thought, the
thingthatdoes me bestas a personisexperiencing certain things.

= Butby the secondschool of thought, the thingthat does me bestisthat mylife turnsouta
certain way.

= Thisiswhere we brought up Nozick's experience machine. The ideaisthat we all wantto be
happy - we all want well being - but our intuitions are supposed to be that we would not plug
intothe machine; and this shows us that we do notstrictly equate human well-being to pleasure.

= Theintuition we are supposed to draw from this case is that in addition to the pleasure of having
things acertain way, we wantit to be the case that things really are that way.

o Atthispointanotherobjection canbe raised. Considerthe motherwho gives up herchild foradoption.
Shedoesn'twantthe world to be another way, butshe had well-being?

o Thefinal possible view that we look atis one the view that human well-being consists in having certain
experiences andthe view thatitconsistsinlife beinga certain way are combined. So, the good for a
human s the satisfaction of informed desire.

= This, however, again seemsinadequate. There are still othertings we desire as a part of human
well-being that

Philosophy 100A Page 6



04/04/08

e Mill's Utilitarianism
o Mill states thatactions are right in the proportions that they produce happiness
o Happiness=pleasure and the absence of pain
o Needtolookatthe value theory andthe claimthat we can understand right as maximizing good

e Evaluation of Mill's Value Theory

o Rightaction promotes happiness =does the most that can be done by that agentin that situation
to promote human well being

o Proposesthatwe understand human well beinginterms of happiness (hedonicvalue theory)

o Qualities of agood life: enjoyment, accomplishment, understanding / knowledge, autonomy, deep
personal relationships.

o Seemsdoubtful toaccepthishedonicvalue theory whenyou assess other components of the
good life (i.e. the man whose entire life was afacade funded by a millionaire.)

e How can Mill have both a hedonicvalue theory and all the other qualities of agood life?
o Thegoodlife fora humanbeingisa life lived doing distinctively human things.
o Have to make a distinction between the quality and quantity of pleasure
o Asmalleramountof high quality pleasure is betterthan alargeramount of low quality pleasure, if
you can distinguish between pleasures.
Higherfaculty pleasure is worth more than much low quality pleasure
Competentjudges =preferactivity which involves the exercise of the higherfaculties
If there isa choice for pleasure there mustbe more toit than just quantity
Inadditiontojustthe pleasure, there are also the traits: intensity, duration, and complexity
= Thoughsomething may be shortand not intense, you canstill derive pleasure fromits
complexity. Qu el Yo
o PROBLEM: Still suffers from the problem of "false beliefs" asin the experience machine (don't
want pleasure to countunlessitis connected to reality.
o PROBLEM: dissatisfaction seems to be frustration thoughitis notpleasure orits lack (bettertolife
the life of Socrates dissatisfied vs. afool satisfied orahuman dissatisfied than a pig satisfied) there
must be something more...
o Introducesadistinction between happiness vs. contentment
= Pigshave contentment, butthisisn'tthe same as happiness
= Millis buildinginto happiness the notion of maximizing high quality pleasure instead of
any kind of pleasure
= Alsobuildsinthe notion of tranquility vs. excitement

o O O O

Theslt

e JeremyBentham: "quantity of pleasure, then pushpinisthe same as poetry"
o Alsobelievesthataquality of life is distinctly human things
o Fecundity - fertility
o The moreyouengage inan activity that produces pleasure, the more you getout of it
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e Mill'sHedonicValue Theory from the Consequentialist perspective

O
O

Must distinguish between quantity (intensity x duration) and quality (different types of pleasure)
Eventhough the quantity might notbe as high, the pleasure thatyou do getare higher quality when
you are exercising higherlevel capacities

Benthem's principle of Fecundity (pleasure at the beginning but more as you become proficient when
playinganinstrumentversus the same pleasure all the time with aback rub)

Only thing that matters from the Hedonicvalue theory is the quantity

e The Utilitarian Principle (complements the value theory)

O

O O O O O O

§‘:/
P

The right action is the one the maximizes the good
Brings with it other problems
Commonsense teaches you "acttype" values: no=lying, theft, murder yes=keep promises, truth
Prohibits some action and promotes others, but doesn’t talk about consequences
The argumentis DEONTOLOGICAL
Ingeneral, conforming to common sense prohibitions maximizes happiness
Different ways of drawing conclusions from this (you can maximize happinessin other ways, not just
lying)
1- If youthinkyou could do more good by violatinga common sense prohibition, you are probably
overlooking something.
= Youpromise to babysitfora couple sotheycan go to the concert
= Acar breaksdownwith4 peopleinit
= Shouldyoubreakyourpromise so4 can go instead of two?
= |fyoubreakyourpromise general confidence in promisesisreduced and your trustworthinessis
damaged
2 - DesertIsland Promise - Make a distinction between decision procedureand a standard
= S5millionin mybackyard, Promise me you'll give the moneyto lawn croquet society
= Youcoulddo alotmore good by givingitto anotherorganization "Doctors without borders"
= Norealissuesforlossof confidence in promise makingasinthe otherexample
= Many people hold this promise to be justas binding
= Whatdoyoudo?
= Standard: defines what makesan action right or wrong, principle of utility (that which maximizes
total aggregate happiness)
= Decision Procedure: reasoningyou go through tryingto figure out what to doin a situation
= Commonsense decision procedure: firstidentify all the alternatives and determine which are
ruled out by a common sense prohibition, and then once ruled out, do whateveryoufeellike.
= Youare very likely to make mistakes when you employ the utilitarian procedure...very hard to
figure out exactly what will happen especially when the results might go farinto the future
= Mightbe temptedto convince yourself that whatis good foryou mightincrease total aggregate
happiness.
= Don'thave the time (time limitations) to completely figure out what would maximize total
aggregate happiness.
= Commonsense acttypesidentify actions which for the most part have positive consequences
= Nodecision procedureisgoingtobe perfectinguaranteeingthat whateveraction you perform
willincrease aggregate happiness, but ratheryoulook forthe best percentage
= Youmighthave a better batting average using the common sense act types ratherthan following
the utilitarian standard as your decision procedure.
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Intuitive Objections to Utilitarianism

o Commonsense

o Understandsthingsasdo(s) ordon't(s)

o Thereisno particularguarantee either way

o LYING= act type which morally ought not to be performed

May be come cases where aggregate happiness might be bestserved by lyingthough
Hedonicvalue theory then can be Counter-intuitiveto common sense

o Mill suggests that humans have learned tendencies for total aggregate happiness (second
principle)

Common sense, then, should be used as part of a decision procedure

Identify options, rule out things prohibited, and select the action with most appeal
Standard of rightan wrong may be best for total aggregate happiness, but may be more
successful by following secondary principles (don't have time always to calculate)

o Utilitarianismis wrong because it allows too much

(lies, broken promises, etc.)

o Utilitarianism Demands too much

Dad and three kidsin boat, one is his

Boat cut in half, save the two others or his one child

Utilitarianism says he must save the two others

Maybe a secondary principle - parents are tolook out for theirown children?
Givingmoney? Allyour money could betteraid world happiness... butis counterintuitive to
the difference between whatis required and what is supererogatory (extraordinary
sacrifices involved and morally commendable)

Act Utilitarian vs. Rule Utilitarian

o Nonlinearity: sometimes n performances of an act of a particular kind can have more thann times
the consequences of one performance.

One person cuttingacross a lawn doesn't matter
When 1,000 do the aestheticdispleasure is noticeableto everybody.

Gain Loss

One 1 0

1000 | 1000 2000

Have to considerthe result of many performances, and we should obey the rules, because if
everybody violates them, it would be bad, notjustyou.
What would happenif everybody did that?

Motive - Action - Outcome

o Consequentialists judge outcomes as morally right

o Actionsare judgedthen as by which outcome they generate
o Peoplearejudgedbasedontheir propensity toward actions
o Utilitarian Standpoint:

Should pay close attention to secondary principles

Vindicates common sense becauseyou are more likely to increase aggregate happiness

If youtry to follow aggregate happiness you will probably make too many mistakes
Self-effacing theory =truth about morality which has the counter-intuitive consequence that
itwillwork bestwhen noone believesinit.

CHAPTER 5: JUSTICE

Justice:

o How does utilitarianism account forit?
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O O O O

Many people have the intuition thatitis what must be done, regardless of overall happiness
There isa very close connection between justice and fairness
Means respecting rights and giving people what they deserve (rewarding and punishment)
Rules that have some utilitarian justification can be either

= Expedient: notthe same case (not obligatory orshould be punished)

= OQObligations: actions that ought to be compelled and violations ought to be punished

o Justiceisafurthersubcategory of obligations

Why isit true that violations of arule ought to be punished?
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e Justice
o Rights:thingsyouare entitled to
o Desert:thingsthatyoudeserve

e "Dojustice, thoughthe heavensfall"=requirements of justice are to be respected, irrespective of the
consequences, regardless to what will happen to aggregate happiness

e MillonlJustice
o  Whydo we attach so much importance toit?
o Moral rules: have utilitarianjustification
= Twomainkinds
O Rulesthatidentify moral obligations
¢ Perfectduties: necessary forlife, someone's right (no murder, a promise being
upheld affects a person directly) THIS ISJUSTICE ACCORDING TO MILL
¢ Imperfectobligation: make life better, but respect not absolutely necessary
(charitable activity: no body has a right to your money, butyou should be
charitable nonetheless)
O Rulesthatidentifythe expedient
= Rulesthatcorrespondtojustice are part of the "moral obligations"
o Somerulesare such that people oughtto be compelled tofollow them or punished for not
o The utilitarian justification for punishment: it maximizes happiness

= Andextracompliance asaresultof threat of punishment
= Alsohave totake intoaccountthe pain of the criminal when punished
=  Punishment'sforms: Mucder

O Legalsanction (police)
o Moral sanction (informal, don't talk to them or engage in cooperative ventures)
O Guiltfeelings
o "When, by sacrificingyourlife, you can save the lives of at least two people, you should doit" ?
= [Ingeneral,adherence tothe rule would be utility maximizing
= Notobligatory, because norule orpunishmentwill make youdoit
= Superogatory =morally good, but notrequired
o "Usually you can do more to maximize total aggregate happiness by trying to maximize yourown
than by trying to maximize the happiness of others"
= We have a betterideaonwhatwill benefit ourselves than others
= Know ourselves better
= Betterplacedtohelpourselves
= Promote yourown happiness
= Refrainfrominterfering with the efforts of others to promote their happiness
o Distributive Justice
= Peopleshould getashare of the product in proportion to their effort
= Peopleshould getashare of the product in proportion to theircontribution «1
= Peopleshould getashare of the product in proportion to their need
o Declining marginal utility of money monef
= Money giventothe poorcreates much more happinessthanitdoesgivingittotherich
= Incentive effect:the more you work, the more you getto keep
= Take fromtherich andgive to the poor
= Total aggregate happinessgoes up because noone is at the bottom of the graph
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e DistributivelJustice
o Talked about by contemporaries of Mill, but not by Mill himself
o Distributive=across united people
o Conflictingldeals
= People whoworkhardershould get more
= People who make abiggercontribution should get more
= Peoplewhoneeditmostshould get most
o Declining Marginal Utility of Money (or any material possession)
= The moreyouhave, the lessit proportionately does forhappiness
= Ifyouare broke, 1000 dollars could mean bighappiness.
= Ifyouare a millionaire, 1000dollars doesn't mean much.
= Aslongas thereisanyinequality of money, we canincrease aggregate happiness by taking
from people with more and giving to people with less
o Complicationfor Distributing products
=  Metaphor:dividingthe pie...forapie of a givensize, dividingitequallyis most aggregate
happiness, butifitisabiggerpie and not divided equally, it could still make more aggregate
happiness.
= Incentive effects: if you are highly talented, abigger piece of the pie could yield abiggerpie
foreveryone.
= Anyinequalitythatistoogreatwill be bad though
= Havetobalance out these two considerations
o Howshouldautilitarian government handle thisin a non-utilitarian population?

e Commonsense and Utilitarianism
o Ifutilitarianismis telling us what we thoughtanyway is right, what's the point?
o "Dojustice, thoughthe heavens may fall"
o General Theoretical Goal: (Whatis morality really all about?)
o Greaterpurpose of philosophy: Identifying fundamental principles

e Approachesto Normative Moral Theory
o Motive -->Action-->Consequences
o Consequentialist: consequences are the mostimportant
o Deontological theory: primary object of evaluationisaction
o Virtue Theory: starts that psychological dispositions and traits are morally good

e Deontological Themes:
o 1- Double Standards are Wrong (require of some what we don'trequire of othersinsame

circumstances, ordifferent privileges are wrong)
2-Itis Wrongto Use People
3 - Autonomyis to be Respected (have tolet people make up theirown minds about theirlives)
Couldall conceivably be in conflict with Consequentialist principles like Utilitarianism
Couldincrease happiness by double-standards, using people, etc.
How do you develop adeontological theory?

= Practical Reason: a faculty that allows us to draw conclusions or make inferences

O Attemptstoanswerquestionsinthe form of "What Should | Do?"

o Involvestransitions between mental elements

O "Reasonisandoughtto be the slave of the passions"

O Empiricist Approach: you move from a desire to anotherdesire tryingto find an
effective means end. (means end reasoning) (start with wantingto be aninvestment
bankersothenyoudecide youwantto go to business school). The reasoning you do
tofindthe meanstoan endis really theoretical, butasawholeitis practical.
Constructs apipeline from desire Ato desire Bonits way to the end.

O O O O O
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O Rationalist Approach: furtheraspect of practical reasoning (we can criticize our
desires) we ought not have some desires that we do have, we ought have some that
we don't. Problem with empiricist approachis thatif you have no desires to do whatis
right, you have noreason to do whatis morally right. Kanttakes thisapproach.
Reason can create motivation. Allows Kanttoincorporate astrong theoryon
freedom of Will.

= Theoretical Reason: assesses evidence and tryingto draw conclusions
O aimstoanswerquestionsof the form "Whatisthe Case?"
o Involvestransitions from belief to anotherbelief as conclusion
= Requirements of reason: notany inference isan example of reason, can make a mistake or
reason correctly. Principlesidentify good orbadreasoning.

Principles Governing Reasoning
o Principle of Non-Contradiction: cannot affirm, orentertain, pand not p (skyis blue and not blue
atthe same time) (certainintentionsinvolve usin contradictions)

The Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals
o Metaphysics of Morals - study of the idea and principles of apossible pure will (one with only
reason created motivation).
o Turnsoutthat a pure will adheres to principles which have amoral force
o Bringstoita moral dimension
o How doesthis give usan alternative to Consequentialism?
= Reasonsetsendsaccordingto Consequentialism
= Kantsaysthat Reason createsa filteronintention
o Intention: adesire to perform some action based on some belief

Philosophy 100A Page 13



04/16/08

Kant on Morality

(@)
(@)
@)

Believesin the existence of practical reasoning
Which option should we choose?
Kant:Justas there are certain principles of theoretical reasoning, there are also principles of
practical reasoning
Practical reasoning can give usinsightinto morality because:
= some have moral content
= Actasfiltersonintention
See whetheranintention can getthroughthefilter, if it canit's morally acceptable, if not, we
must find another course of action
Thisapproach can work out ina way that is not Consequentialist.
Kant: The only thing good without qualificationis a good will
= Mightthinkthathealthis good without qualification...butitis betterifanevil personis
unhealthy because they candoless harm
= Mightthink thatPleasure is good without qualification...but the pleasure of asadistdoesn't
make the world better, but worse
Kant: a good will is a will that acts from duty
= Distinction between acting from duty and acting according to duty
= Toact fromdutyis to obeythelaw and bringbehaviorinto conformity
= Toact accordingto duty: differentreason:
o selfinterest(benefitsyou) (i.e. honest business, may lose moneyinthe shortterm,
but makes more inthe longterm)
o directinclination (desire satisfied by doing your duty, abenevolent concern forother
people)
O Becauseitis your duty (do itsimply because we must)
= Rejoicesinthe happiness of others (not good will) vs. make self do duty (good-will)
O Interesting contrast
This motive can neverlead you astray
Self-interest can lead you astray and so can directinclination
Doing whatisright simply because you take it to be your duty
Noinclinations but makes himself doitis betterthan one whois justinclined because
itismore likely that you will do whatis right
o Thinkabouta nice person who acquits a tragic figure from a crime on sympathy

O
O
O
O

o Anaction has moral worth just when its done from duty

= Anactionis morallycommendable because itis his/herduty

= Approachinggood will in this way, we need to know what people'sduties are

= Theideaofduty providesastandard:thisideabecomesafilteronintention

=  Maxim: linguisticstatement of anintention, formedas "l will do Ain circumstances C"

= Filter:acondition that our maxims have to satisfy

= The moral worth of an action is owingto the maximonwhichit is based, ratherthan its
successinrealizingsome desired end or purpose

= Duty: duty isthe necessity of action executed fromrespect fromthe law

= Apersonhasaduty to dosomething, ornotdo something, just when she would necessarily
doit(or refrainfromdoingit) if she acted out of respect for the law

Candidate Maxims | -->Filter -->Maxim | -->Action| --> State of affairs
(ideaof duty) (unimportant)

= Thisisn'taboutany particularlaw, butratherthe concept of law
= Lookingforuniversality - law thatis everywhere the same (law of gravity)
= CATEGORICALIMPERATIVE: Condition that our Maxims must Satisfy: Act only on that
maxim by which you can at the same time will that is should become a universal law
O Requiresyoutoaskthe question "Whatif everybody did that?"
0 Howisthisdifferentfrom Utilitarianism?
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Key tothe Categorical Imperative: the phrase "atthe same time"

Idea presupposesthateveryone would be able todoit:

Canitbe a general practice and youstill do the action? (Borrow money and plan to
never pay back, butif that was the case, your plan wouldn'twork example)

Not about aggregate happiness, butwould everybody doing whatyouintendto do
preventyoufromdoingwhatitisyouplanto do?

Philosophy 100A Page 15



04/18/08

e KantonDuty

O
o
o
o

Kant:importantthingis thatyou do what you do because itis your duty

Duty: your maxim satisfying some condition (yourintentions aswell)

Has nothing to do with achieving good results

Duty is the necessity of action with respect from the law (idea of universality)

e Kant's Fundamental Principle

o

O O O O

O

Act only on that maxim by which you can at the same time will thatitshould be a universal law
Contradictioninthe Will actingon one intention prevents action on the otherintention
Maxim:doAinC
Universalized counter part: everyone doesAinC
Two types of contradiction
= Contradictionin conception: can'teven conceive of asituation (issueinimagination)
= Contradictioninthe will: actingon one intention prevents action onthe otherintention
= One ofthe consequences of nobody paying back loansis that noone would make loans
= Thisisthe reason whyyou couldn'tact onyour own maxim
Double Standards are Wrong
= The success of your maxim cannot depend on other people notapplyingtoyou
Preconditions and Consequences fordoing C
= |'mimaginingbuyinganapple forlunch...
= There are notenough applesforeverybody to have one now
= [sitmorallywrong, then, tobuyan apple, if noteverybody candoit?
=  Precondition for morality =apple industry has responded accordingly
Problem of Over-Specification:
= Have toavoid packinginto our maxims so much detail
= Onlysomeonejustlikeme canroba bank
= Sono greatchange to overall bank robbing difficulty
= Toovercome this problem, we have to be realisticwith ourselves
= Dol wanttorob a bankbecause lam a student, have acell phone, etc.
= |fyoufoundone wasn'ttrue, doesthat meanyouwould abandonintentions?
= No, soyou have to be honest with yourself when specifying the Maxim
Public Good
= Can'tbe providedtoanyoneina group withoutbeingprovidedto everyone
= Forinstance:amovie theatre with an out-of-focus projector
= Makesrational sense forone member of the group to expend the effortand getitfor
everyone
= Some thingslike cleanairare notrationally worth the cost forone personto bearthe brunt
= Listenersupportedradiostation (costisveryhigh, butnoone person may be abletodo it)
however, if alarge number of people subscribe, it willbe supported and may be worth itto
them.
O Problemwiththese kinds of goods thoughis called the "free rider problem"
O Possible forsomeone togetthe benefit without bearing the cost.
O Freeridingis wrong because it involves a contradiction of the will = benefitting
presupposesthat noteverybody does whatyou do.
= Ifyoubenefitfromapublicgood, you have tobear yourshare of the cost.
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e Kantonthe Categorical Imperative
o Categorical Imperative aimsto find a Contradiction in the will
Need totake yourmaxim (Do Ain C)
Need to Will the Universalized Equivalent of your Maxim (Everyone doesAin C)
The maxim will flunk the test by the categorical imperative
Thenyou have to find a new maxim that will notfind youina contradictionin the will
i.e.youcannotwill thateverybody not pay back loans, because youwon't be able tothen

O O 0O O O

e Issueswiththe Categorical Imperative

o "actonlyon that maxim by which at the same time you can will itto become a universal law"

o 1-mightlooklikeitrulesouttoomuch (applesexample, caneveryone have one?)

o 2-overspecification (you are alegislator where everybody must do what you do) has to make
specificwhatyou plantodo. Not everybody will need to do whatyou do. Are you doingit
because you are a philosopherorbecause you need money example.

o 3-Murder(Maxim:when | hate someone | will kill them) What would happen if everyone killed
everyone they hated? This prevents the execution of your maxim.

o Answer:the categorical imperativerules out free riding on a cooperative effort to produce a
publicgood.

e Perfectvs. Imperfect Duties

o The categorical imperative seemsto be dealing with perfect duties

o Whataboutimperfectduties? (like the maxim: when | have the opportunity to help someonein
distress, | will refrain from doing so)

o My universalized equivalent will notinterfere with my maxim

o Distinction between a"contradictionin conception" (forimperfect duties) and "contradictionin
the will" (for perfect duties)

o But, thereisstill somethingthat can be said about this

o SOLUTION: Generalized background intention: to get what you need to satisfy your purpose

o Contradiction between universalized counterpart and Generalized background intention =
imperfectdutyviolation

o Contradiction between universalized counterpart and maxim = perfect duty violation

e Kant'sdistinction on hypothetical and categorical imperatives:
o0 Hypothetical Imperative: appliestoyouonly based onahypothesis (do what's necessary to
achieve anend) (if youwantE, youshould do A)
o Categorical Imperative: requirement of practical reason that applies to you regardless of your
desires, somethingyoujust mustdo
o How are categorical imperatives possible?
= Kantisinterestedinfreedom of the will
= Kantdoesn'treally answerthis question.
= Kantismoreinterestedif we can figure out fromthe conceptof a categorical imperative if
we canfigure out what its contents would be.
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¢ Shortanswer/Some multiple choice (10-15 questions, 10 minutes)
e 2essayquestions(20minutes each, 50% of grade)

e KantonImperatives:
o Imperative: arequirementof reason onafreethinking being with other desires
o Hypothetical Imperatives: requirement of reason that tells youto do somethingif youwantto
achieve some desire...is hypothetical becauseitonly appliesif you have that want (wantto go to
law school? You should study then) often comesin the format of (if, then)
o Categorical Imperative: somethingthatapplies toyouregardless of your wants.
o Kant:Howisitpossible?
= Answeriseasyinhypothetical: reason creates pipeline towhat you want
= |ncase of categorical imperative, how can you be motivated to do somethingyoudon't
wanttodo
= Takesupanotherquestioninstead: doesthe formulayield a potential categorical imperative
= Arethere any categorical imperatives? Andif so, what are they?
= |fwe can answeryestothe firstone, we can deduce the second
= Thereisonlyone categorical imperative: "act only on that maxim by which you can at the
same time will itbecome a universal law"
= Mustimplies-->law  and Law implies-->Universality

Perfect Duties Imperfect Duties
. Self Non-suicide Developingyourtalents
Others Nofalse promises Mutual aid

= 2versionsof categorical imperative
O Universal Law: "act only on that maxim by which you can at the same time will itbe a
universal law"
O Objective Ends: "act so that you treat humanity, whetherin yourown person, orthat
of another, always asan end and neveras a meansonly"
¢ Ultimate end foreverybody is respecting rational nature
¢ Peopleyouviewasthe ends of youraction mustbe able to "containthe end" =
have tobe able to treat the people you are dealing with as autonomous,
rational agents who participate in your plans only for good reasons of their own
¢ Youalsohaveto help "promote the ends of rational beings as if they were your
own" =help others with good means

e UsingPeople
o Ideaagainstusing peopleisvery popularindeontological ethics
o 2caseswhere5deadand 1alive (one needsall, the other5only need 1/5 of the medicine)
= Option1l:givealltothe 1, and 5 dead
= Option2:givetothe5and 1 dead
o Case2:5 peopleinahospital needingorgans, 1 person with good match comesinfor checkup
= Qption 1: take the organs, 5 alive, 1 dead
= Option2:don't take the organs, 1 live, 5 dead
A utilitarian would answer both the same, save the 5, but itis intuitively wrong
Raises difference of allowing harm versus doing harm
Inthe second case, we use the man (without consent), butinthe first, we don't.
Containingthe end =informed consent

O O O O

e KantonSuicide
o Suicide violates aperfect duty to yourself
o Youthinkyou maximize your happiness by ending life, but...
o Youare treatingyourlife asa means by which to get more pleasure
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o Youare failingtotreatyourrational nature as an end to itself

o

Recreational use of drugs does much the same

e KantonDevelopingTalents

o Partofyourlife asarational beingisaccomplishingends
o Bynot developingyourtalents, youare limitingthe ends you can have
o Ifyouhave skill atthe piano, not practicing the piano thenis morally wrong
e Morality
o is concerned with the structuring of interaction
o Ideaisthatwhen| behaveinaway thatis morally acceptable, the people you deal with will agree
o Interactionis coordinated by whatis permissible
o How dowe achieve this coordinationin morality?
= Asrational agents whoare endsinthemselvesandregard othersas endsinthemselveswe
should all reach the same conclusions
=  Realm of ends=community of autonomous self-legislatures
= Asystematicunion of ration beings under common laws
o Kant: morality: The relation of action to legislation through which along arealm of ends is possible

* Price Versusdignity

o

O O O O O

Two kinds of values something can have

Price: value of something based on an equivalent (cars have this, they can be replaced)
Dignity: a kind of value which isirreplaceable

To Kant, Dignity is somethinglike an ends toitself

We respond differently to things with price versus dignity (we respect dignity)

Human beingsreally have both these kinds of value (especiallyin a free market economy)
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Midterm Review Guide

Mill (Utilitarianism)

e Whatis the principle of utility according to Mill?
The right action maximizes happiness or minimizes pain
¢ State and explain the two things that a Consequentialist theory has.

Value Theory (what makes states of affairs good or bad)
Principle (the rightactioninany givensituationis that which will maximize the good)

¢ What, according to Mill, is the only good thingthat is good in itself (or intrinsically good)?

the onlythinggoodinitselfis pleasure, Intrinsically Good (in this case pleasure itself) primary
objective of good, Instrumentally Good (things that cause pleasure) secondary things for good

¢ Mill subscribes to what theory of value?
Mill'stheoryis hedonic(the onlythinggoodinitselfis pleasure)
¢  When morally assessing the various pleasures we can have, what things should we take into account?
Inadditiontojustthe pleasure, there are also the traits: intensity, duration, and complexity
Though something may be shortand not intense, you canstill derive pleasure fromits
complexity.
¢ State and explain the objection that utilitarianism demands too much.
Dad and three kidsin boat, oneis his, Boat cut in half, save the two others or hisone child
Utilitarianism says he must save the two others
Maybe a secondary principle - parents are to look out for theirown children?
Givingmoney? All your money could betteraid world happiness... butis counterintuitive to the
difference between whatis required and what is supererogatory (extraordinary sacrifices involved

and morally commendable)

¢ Besides pleasure, what other things have value that Mill's account needs to accommodate?

¢ Explainthe role of the "competentjudge" in Mill's moral theory.
The competentjudge is supposed to have experienced both sides of the pleasure argumentand given
the choice, will preferactivity which involves the exercise of the higher faculties, because itis worth
farmore than low level pleasures.

¢ Explainwhat fecundityisin Mill's theory.

Benthem's principle of Fecundity (pleasure at the beginning but more as you become proficientwhen
playinganinstrumentversus the same pleasure all the time with aback rub)

¢ Explainthe general nature of the objection that utilitarianism allows too much.
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¢ There are cases that can be developed that would seem to count against Mill's theory. One strategy is to
bite the bullet" and go with what the theory says, but in certain cases this strategy is particularly
undesirable. What are the other strategies? How do they solve the problem?

¢ Explain what Rule Utilitarianism (how it differs from Act Utilitarianism) is and how it is supposedto be a
solutionto problems faced by Act Utilitarianism.

Nonlinearity: sometimes n performances of an act of a particularkind can have more thann times
the consequences of one performance.

One person cutting across a lawn doesn't matter

When 1,000 do the aestheticdispleasure is noticeableto everybody.

\ Gain Loss
‘ One 1 0
1000 1000 2000

Have to considerthe result of many performances, and we should obey the rules, because if
everybody violates them, it would be bad, notjustyou.
What would happenif everybody did that?

¢ Explainthe general nature of the objection that utilitarianism demands too much.
Answered above, probably important
¢ Whattwo types of rules of justice have utilitarian justification?

Means respecting rights and giving people what they deserve (rewarding and punishment)
Rulesthat have some utilitarianjustification can be either
Expedient: notthe same case (not obligatory orshould be punished)
Obligations: actions that oughtto be compelled and violations ought to be punished
Justiceisafurthersubcategory of obligations

¢ Whatmakes arule a rule of obligation?

Rulesthatidentify moral obligations
Perfectduties: necessary forlife, someone's right (no murder, apromise being upheld affects a
person directly) THISISJUSTICE ACCORDING TO MILL
Imperfect obligation: make life better, but respect notabsolutely necessary (charitable activity:
no body has a rightto your money, butyou should be charitable nonetheless)

Rulesthat correspond to justice are part of the "moral obligations"

e Whatis distributive justice?

¢ Whatis Mill's principle of distributive justice?
People should getashare of the product in proportion to their effort

People should getashare of the product in proportionto their contribution
People should get ashare of the product in proportion to their need

Kant (Deontology)

¢ Whatis the focus of a deontological theory?
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Deontological: takes actions for granted
Different way of understanding what makes actions right or wrong
Evaluations of the outcomesis contingent upon the actions that produce them

Evenifalieis necessary foraggregate happinessitis morally wrongand the positive results
don't matter

Forexample:Kant'stheory, "the end does notjustify the means", torture forinformation (?)
¢ Whatdoes a deontological theory expressly not considerin determining the correctness of an action?
Deontological theory does not considerthe outcomes
e Whatis the point of the shopkeepers example? What principle is Kant illustrating?

Thisexample is supposed toillustratethe differences between correct and incorrect moral reasoning
1=doesthe wrong thing

2 =doesrightthing out of self-interest

3 =doesrightthingfrom a motivation of selflessness

4 =doesthe right thing out of respectformoral law (doesn't actually want to butdoes)

Only #4 did the right thing because his actions were from duty and notin accordance with duty like #
2 and 3. Accordance with Duty and From Duty lllustration

¢ Explainthe difference between actingin accordance with duty and acting from duty.

Kant: a good will is a will that acts from duty
Distinction between acting from duty and acting according to duty
Toact fromdutyis to obey the law and bring behaviorinto conformity
To act accordingto duty: differentreason:
selfinterest (benefitsyou) (i.e. honest business, may lose moneyinthe shortterm, but
makes more inthe longterm)
directinclination (desire satisfied by doing your duty, abenevolent concernforother
people)
Because itis your duty (do it simply because we must)
An action has moral worth just whenits done from duty

¢ Whatis the good will according to Kant?

Kant: The only thing good without qualificationis a good will
Mightthink that healthis good without qualification... butitis betterif an evil personis
unhealthy because they candoless harm

Mightthink that Pleasure is good without qualification... but the pleasure of asadistdoesn't
make the world better, but worse

Kant: a good will is a will that acts from duty

e Whatis a hypothetical imperative?

Hypothetical Imperative: applies toyou only based on ahypothesis (do what's necessary toachieve
anend) (if youwantE, youshoulddo A) is hypothetical because it only appliesif you have that want
(wanttogo to law school? You should study then) often comesin the format of (if, then)

¢ Whatis a categorical imperative?

requirement of practical reason that applies toyou regardless of your desires, something you just
mustdo

Kantis more interested if we can figure out fromthe concept of a categorical imperative if we
canfigure out whatits contents would be.
somethingthatappliestoyouregardless of your wants.

There isonly one categorical imperative: "act only on that maxim by which you can at the same
time will it become auniversal law"
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¢ What motivates a categorical imperative for Kant?

Practical reasoning

¢ What motivates a hypothetical imperative for Kant?

Agivendesire and logical analysis of the best way to achieve that desire

¢ Beable to state and explain the two formulations of the categorical imperative

Universal Law: "act only on that maxim by whichyou can at the same time will itbe a universal law"
Objective Ends: "act so that you treat humanity, whetherinyourown person, orthat of another,
alwaysasan end and neveras a meansonly"

Ultimate end foreverybody is respecting rational nature

People youview as the ends of youraction must be able to "containthe end" = have to be able
totreat the people you are dealing with asautonomous, rational agents who participatein your
plansonly forgood reasons of theirown

You also have to help "promote the ends of rational beings as if they were yourown" = help
others with good means

e State and explain the role that duty has with respectto intention.

An action has moral worth just whenits done from duty

Anactionis morally commendable because itis his/her duty

Approaching good will in this way, we need to know what people's duties are
The idea of duty provides astandard: thisideabecomesafilteronintention
Duty: duty is the necessity of action executed from respect from the law

¢ Whatis a maxim (hint: we're not talking about the magazine!)

Maxim: linguisticstatement of anintention, formed as "I will do Ain circumstances C"

Filter: acondition that our maxims have to satisfy

The moral worth of an action is owing to the maxim on which it is based, ratherthan its successin
realizing some desired end or purpose

¢ Explainthe difference between practical and theoretical reasoning.

¥¥®  Practical Reason: a faculty that allows us to draw conclusions or make inferences

O

m}
O
O

Attemptstoanswerquestionsinthe form of "What Should | Do?"

Involves transitions between mental elements

"Reasonis and oughtto be the slave of the passions"

Empiricist Approach: you move from a desire to anotherdesire trying to find an effective
means end. (means end reasoning) (start with wantingto be an investment bankerso thenyou
decide youwantto go to businessschool). The reasoningyou do to findthe meanstoan endis
really theoretical, butasawholeitis practical. Constructs a pipeline from desire Ato desire B
onitsway tothe end.

Rationalist Approach: furtheraspect of practical reasoning (we can criticize our desires) we
oughtnot have some desires that we do have, we ought have some that we don't. Problem
with empiricistapproachisthatif you have nodesirestodowhat isright, you have noreason
todo whatis morally right. Kanttakesthisapproach. Reason can create motivation. Allows
Kantto incorporate astrongtheory on freedom of Will.

“¥®  Theoretical Reason: assesses evidence and trying to draw conclusions

O
O

aimstoanswer questions of the form "Whatis the Case?"
Involvestransitions from belief to another belief as conclusion

= Requirementsofreason:notany inference isan example of reason, can make a mistake orreason
correctly. Principlesidentify good orbad reasoning.

e Whatis the overspecification problem with the categorical imperative? (which formulation does it count
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against?)

overspecification (you are alegislator where everybody must do what you do) has to make specific
whatyou planto do. Noteverybody will need to dowhatyoudo. Are youdoingitbecause youare a
philosopheror because you need money example.

Have to avoid packinginto our maxims so much detail

To overcome this problem, we have to be realisticwith ourselves

Dol wantto rob a bank because |am a student, have acell phone, etc.

If youfound one wasn'ttrue, does that mean you would abandonintentions?

No, soyou have to be honest with yourself when specifying the Maxim

¢ Whatis a contradiction in conception?

"contradictionin conception" (forimperfect duties)
can'teven conceive of asituation (issue inimagination)

¢ Whatis a contradiction in will?

Contradictioninthe will: acting on one intention prevents action on the otherintention
"contradictioninthe will" (for perfect duties)
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* Recap

o
o]

Motive -->Action -->Consequences

Consequentialists - (Mill's Utilitarianism)
= Standard = principle thatdefinesarightaction
= Decision procedure =
= Judge the state of affairsaccordingtoa value theory
= Value theorystatesthatthe rightaction maximizesthe good
= Rulescanbe followed that usually maximize happiness

= Understand agood will to be the only thinggoodinitself
= Adeontological theory
= Proceedsfromarightactionand includingideaof good motive

e Aristotle A"A*\& %mc

o]
e]

O 0O O 0O O O O ©o o

O O O O O O

Have to be able totell when we have a different motive
Individuation of Motives: tell motives apart, but can't really do this without bringactioninto the
picture
Motive: adisposition toward a certain action
If we are going to evaluate motives, WE WILLHAVE TO TAKE ACTIONSINTO ACCOUNT
= Actionswere already broughtinto the picture since they are observable
Mill and Kantemphasize impartiality (weighing other's needs with yourown as well)
Aristotle - the good of the agent (anindividual living well is happy)
For Mill, happinessis afeeling, but Aristotle's "eudemonia" denotes "human flourishing"
Egoistichedonism: takes desires as given (not how Aristotle Views it)
ForAristotle, in ordertolive agood life, you have to engage in certain activities
Some activities are dependent upon having certain motives (can't do the actions without motive)
Believesthatfriendshipisakey portion of livingagood life
1- certain activities are such that acting from certain motivesislogically necessary to engage in
them
2 - certain motives are epistemically necessary to performright actions
3 - good motives enable youtoresisttemptation
For Aristotle, the highest science is political science
Ethicsbookis a series of lecture notes, not meantto be in book form
Aristotle views humans as a political animal (very biologically)
Wants to examine how toforma political life which allows people to truly flourish
= Whatrulersneedtoknow aboutruling
= Howto getvirtuousindividuals
= Everyactivityaimsatsome good
= Suggeststhatthe goodis "that at which everythingaims"
The three types of goods
= Goodsthatare choiceworthy onlyinthemselves (only one is happiness)
= Goodsthatare choiceworthy forboth themselves and whattheylead to
= Goodsthatare choiceworthy onlyforwhattheyleadto
Aristotle says that people understand happiness as the ends of life, but differently
= Vulgar: happiness=pleasure
= Politically active: happiness =honor, status
= Intellectuals; happiness =study
= ALLTHESE ARE WRONG according to Aristotle
= Theyare goods, but not flourishing, orthe end of happiness
= Aristotle isnotan egalitarian, butis an elitist (some people are superior)
= Aristotle doesn'tview aflourishinglife as accessible to everybody
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e Aristotle's way of understanding good

o Hierarchal view
There isan ultimate end that everything seeks
There are subordinate ends which contribute to the ultimate end
Similarto Mill'sinstrumental and intrinsicgoods
Happinessisthe ultimate end of human life

O O O O

e Aristotle's Happiness
o Happinessistobe understood ashuman flourishing
Pleasure entersthis notion, butitnotthe end all be all as Mill'sis
Good life is fundamentally a matter of engagingin certain kinds of activities
Not about mental states butisabout activities
Aristotle says everyone knows happinessis the end, but disagree how to get there
= Vulgar=pleasure
= Political =honor/status
= |ntellectual =study
= None ofthese areright...don't capture all happiness'facets
o Logical pointsabout concept of ultimate end (happiness) according to Aristotle
= Manythings we regard as good are choiceworthy
= The ultimate endis choiceworthy only forits own sake
= Threekindsof ends
o Choiceworthyforthe sake of somethingelse alone(contribute)
O Intermediategoods =choiceworthy both for own sake and forsomethingelse
0 Choiceworthyfortheirown sake and nothingelse
= Happinessisthe only thingthat satisfies the condition of being choiceworthy only
forthe sake of itself
o Justbecause somethingischoiceworthy forsomethingelse, it doesn't meanthatitisonly
ameanslike honor, butthatitisa part (constituent) of that highergood.

O O O O

e Howare we to understand happiness?
o Thegoodofsomethingthathasa functionisdetermined by its function
= Forinstance, Agoodknife is good by the factthat it cuts well
= Aknife thatdoesn't cut well may be good forsomethingelse, butit's notagood

knife
o InGreek, "ergon" (function) is better defined as characteristicactivity
o Aristotle approaches ethics from a biological perspective sa)l
o Thiscanthen be appliedtoahuman being, once we find out whatis a characteristic
activity...
o Characteristichuman activities (?) \
= Nutritionand growth (Aristotle says no... plants and animals do this too) M\M ‘h\tﬂ“"

= Sense perception and movement (Aristotle says no...animals do thistoo)
= Reasoning/ Rational activity (Aristotle says YES...animals don't do this)
o Rational activity is unique to human being (humans are rational animals)
"the human function (characteristicactivity) is the soul's activity that expresses reason"
o Soul:accordingto Aristotle: notimmortal, butisthe animating principle of abody
= |mpliesthateverythingalive hasasoul (vegetative souls for plants)
= Animalsandhumansboth have these as well
= Persistentvegetativestate (alive, onlyin the conceptof aplantis alive)
o Virtue:an excellence of ahuman beingin which the characteristicactivity is saliently
displayed (orastate that makes possible this kind of display
= Particularvirtues=particularrespectin which somethingstands out
= Virtuesdon'thappenautomatically like breathing
= Virtues of thoughtvs. virtues of character based on his understanding of soul
= Soul hasa rational part and non-rational part
= Nonrational partis brokeninto nutritive (digestion) and appetitive/desiring
O Virtues of Thought:
O Virtues of Character: part of the desire part doingwhatit is told by reason
= Prudence:abletokeeplongtermgoalsinview, evenwhenin pursuingthem, you
have to make short-term sacrifices
o Exercise of the virtuesis necessary for a happy life, but it is not sufficient

e}
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= Wealsoneedexternal goods (wealth, friends, power, etc.)
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e Aristotle on Happiness
o Happiness: a certain kind of activity in certain circumstances
= Providedby luck
= Thisactivity expresses the perfection of ourrational nature
= Thisperfection has certainsalientfeaturesin human life
O These featuresare the virtues
o Thestudy of the good life is the study of the virtues (factors within our control)

e Aristotle on Virtues
o Aristotle questionsifitreally somethingwe are in control of ?
o Notamatterof usingreason toimpose ashape on your motives
o Virtues of Thought:
o Virtues of Character: ordering of the impeditive (wanting) part of the soul by the logical part
= Requires habituation (can'tdoit by act of will)

= |mportant partof thisis upbringing (parents shape yourcharacter) net ha\2 ey N
= state of the soul concerned with havingthe rightamount of feeling x 1
* Havetofindameanbetweentwo extremes (doctrine of the mean) crdC countaqe. Fashne?

o Two ways of understandingamean:

= Meaninthe object: mathematical half way point between an object'stwo end points

= Meanrelative to us: not necessarily the meaninthe object, is the rightamount or position
between the two extremes forthe particularindividual, livingin such away that reasonisin
control

= Example:homeostasis =maintaining aninternal environmentin the face of changing
external circumstances, goalisto maintainaproperenvironmentforbiological systems to
function, as an analogy, want to make sure we keep an environment where reason can
function properly

o Braveryallowsyouto continue logically functioningin the face of fear(don'tgo
overboardintorashnessorflee inthe case of cowardice)

e The Virtues:
o Bravery: certain kind of fearlessness that counteracts the push of fear
= Cowardice (too afraid), bravery (more rash than coward), rashness (not afraid enough)
= Notallfearlessnessisbravery (notafraid of sickness, poverty, etc.)
= Bestexampleisinbattle (standfastinthe face of dangerforthe sake of the fine/noble)
= Standinguptostampedinghorses does notdefend this notion of the fine
= Aboutdoingwhat REASON REQUIRES IN THE FACE OF DANGER
= States Distinguished from Genuine Bravery
O 1=emotional bravery (cornered animal example)fighting something dangerousinan
emotional fury, doesn't count because reasonisn'tin control
O 2=braveryout of fear of shame (or punishment), closestto genuine bravery, but
what would happenif noone else where around
o 3=confidence bravery (otherpeople may see them as doingwhatreasonrequires,
buttheydon’trecognize itas dangerous), genuine bravery involves an accurate
assessment of the danger of the situation plus the emotional capacity to keep
steadfast
o Temperance: counteracts the pull of pleasure
= Insensibility (not pulled enough), temperance (balanced), intemperance (too pulled)
= Mental pleasures do not countasintemperance
= Mostly focused onthe pleasures of taste and touch
= Pleasuresof appetite (eating, drinking, sex)
= Intemperance gives too much weight to quantity of pleasure, not quantity
= Certain pleasuresare animal pleasures

Philosophy 100A Page 28



